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2018 New Mexico Public Health Association Annual Conference 
Wednesday, April 4, 2018 

   
Atrium 7:15am Registration Opens 
Pavilion  
IV-VI 
(Main 

Ballroom) 

8:00am 
– 

10:15am 

Plenary 
New Mexico Department of Health Cabinet Secretary Lynn Gallagher 

Navajo Nation Vice President Jonathan Nez 

10:15am – 10:45am Break & Poster Viewing 
NMPHA Election Voting Begins 

   
Pavilion I Emergency Preparedness 

10:45am 
- 

11:30am 

Communicate health information during public health emergencies in New Mexico, 
in accordance with the National Standards for State and Local Planning; Public 

Health Preparedness Capability 4; Function 5; Task 2 (P2, P3, P5, and P6).  
George Richards 

Poorly developed health communications during public health emergencies deny access to 
health services and programs for culturally and linguistically isolated, remote, and rural 

populations in New Mexico. This presentation addresses considerations like population culture 
and language, overall literacy, and health literacy when mobilizing populations to protect public 

health during emergencies. 

11:30am 
- 

12:15pm 

Preparing Pueblos for Emergency Operations and Tribal Law 
Tim Reeder 

Recent public health emergencies have demonstrated the importance of emergency preparedness 
for Tribal Nations.  This session will review the complex nature of public health emergency 

preparedness in Indian Country, describe tribal legal preparedness, and discuss a collaboration 
between a state government and a Tribal Nation to enhance Tribal preparedness capacity.     

Pavilion  
II-III 

 Health Equity in Rural, Frontier, and Tribal Communities 
10:45am 

- 
12:15pm 

Panel 
The Family Listening/Circle Program: The Experience of Community Action 

Projects to Promote Family and Community Wellness in three New Mexico Tribal 
Communities 

Lorenda Belone, PhD, MPH, Kayetrina Raphealito, Eloise Damon, AA,  
Janice Tosa, MA, Ardena Orosco, BS 

Presentation will focus on a CBPR partnership between three tribal communities and the 
University of New Mexico, and the personal experience of implementing  a family prevention 

program that includes a community action project which participants select and complete based 
on their visions and/or challenges in their communities. 
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Enchantment 
E-F 

Innovative Approaches for Access to Food, Housing, and Basic Needs 
10:45am 

- 
12:15pm 

Panel 
Mobile Farmers' Market: Forming partnerships and leveraging resources  

to improve health equity 
Natalie Donnelly, Tina Garcia-Shams, Juan Lopez, Mary Meyer, Helga Garza 

Presbyterian Center for Community Health, Street Food Institute, Kids Cook!, Agri-Cultura 
Network and  First Choice Community Healthcare are working with communities to improve 
health equity by increasing access to locally grown produce as part of the Mobile Farmers' 

Market collaborative. Learn about our market on wheels and the partnership process. 
Enchantment 

C-D 
Data Systems & Epidemiology 

10:45am 
- 

12:15pm 

Workshop 
Data Mining of US and Mexican Data Sources for Public Health Decision-Making     

Najah Al-Shanableh 
The massive data sets generated by healthcare organizations are complex, extensive and 

numerous. Data mining provides relevant methodology and technology to move these 
comprehensive data into useful information for healthcare decision making. This workshop will 

discuss concepts and some data mining applications in healthcare, tips, and best practices. 
Enchantment 

A-B 
Improving Access to Healthcare Resources 

10:45am 
- 

12:15pm 

Workshop 
Essentials for Equity in Health Care Reform 

Dolores E. Roybal, Nelsy Dominguez, Dennis McCutcheon 
The Affordable Care Act's future is uncertain. Proposed changes could eliminate gains in 

advancing health equity. This session seeks input in developing a health reform action network 
to support/mobilize stakeholders to advocate around a shared agenda regarding policies, 

services or activities impacting health care and health equity in NM. 
   

Pavilion  
IV-VI 

 

12:15pm 
– 

1:15pm 

Lunch 
Statements by NMPHA Election Candidates 

1:15pm – 1:30pm Break 
   

Pavilion I Environmental Health and Preserving Natural Resources 
1:30pm 

- 
2:15pm 

Sustainable Agriculture and Local Food Systems in New Mexico 
Celina Martinez, Carolyn Parshall, Elizabeth Pomo, Alissa Nelson 

Presenters will discuss sustainable agriculture and local food systems in New Mexico from a 
public health perspective that addresses research, practice and policy issues. Participants will 

learn about organic agriculture, local food systems, and food policy. An audience-centered 
discussion will follow. 

2:15pm 
- 

3:00pm 

New Mexico Department of Health Private Wells Program Strategies  
for Outreach to Well Owners 

Rose Galbraith, Nick Sharp 
The New Mexico Department of Health Private Wells Program (NMDOH-PWP) uses outreach 

strategies to reach and educate private well drinking water users. The NMDOH-PWP maintains 
partnerships essential to this outreach and uses evaluation data to guide outreach strategies. 
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Pavilion  
II-III 

 

Health Equity in Rural, Frontier, and Tribal Communities 
1:30pm 

- 
2:15pm 

The 'WOW' factor: American Indian Elder health data boost action by the NM 
Indian Area Agency on Aging  

Lora Church, MPA, MS 
Wow.... American Indian elders, age 65+, have the highest death rates in New Mexico.   

Explore and replicate a 4-part collaborative process the Indian Area Agency on Aging (IAAA) 
used to establish a strategic direction to emphasize Health Promotion/Disease Prevention 

among NM's 19 Pueblos and 2 Apache Tribes' senior service providers. 
2:15pm 

- 
3:00pm 

The Stories that data tells: Indigenous Data Sovereignty Matters! 
Dr. Michele Suina, Ph.d., Janna Vallo, MA, Eric Chrisp, MA 

Presenters will discuss various applications of Indigenous/Tribal Data Sovereignty (IDS) and 
Indigenous Research Methodology. Participants will be able to identify two key concepts related 

to IDS, to identify two ways tribal serving organization can support IDS and identify two 
strategies allies can use to support IDS. 

Enchantment 
E-F 

Innovative Approaches for Access to Food, Housing, and Basic Needs 
1:30pm 

- 
2:15pm 

Looking through the eyes of the audience to develop successful programs:  
Did they have the answer the whole time? 

Glenda Canaca, MD, Jennifer Johnston, BS, D.E. Ross-Reed, MA 
Often, we develop programs that don't result in behavior change. Did we ask the audience about 

their barriers and motivations? We will explore the social marketing approach to develop 
successful programs, illustrate the framework with the Eat Smart to Play Hard program, and 

present the results of its recent evaluation. 
2:15pm 

- 
3:00pm 

FreshRx: An Evaluation of Food Prescription Program Design,  
Implementation and Impact 

Meredith Root-Bowman, MPH, MPA, Lionel Candelaria Jr., MPH expected May 2018, 
Tatiana Falcon-Rodriguez, MPH, Liz Skinner, BS, Heather Rivera, RN 

FreshRx is a program designed to promote healthy eating through monthly medical counseling 
and weekly prescriptions for fresh fruits & vegetables at local farmers' markets. Attendees will 
gain insight into food prescription program impacts on food access and design and feasibility 

from both a clinical and farmers' market perspective. 
Enchantment 

C-D 
Health Disparities in Diverse Populations 

1:30pm 
- 

2:15pm 

Applicant self-disclosure of LGBTQ status on health profession school applications 
Cameron Crandall, MD, Zachary Bosshardt, J. Michael Winer, Kory Tillery, Jacob 

Mayfield, MD 
Sexual and gender minority people are underrepresented in the health sciences. Many fear the 
impact that 'coming out' might have on their professional careers. Further, schools do not have 

the means to collect and store this information. We want to understand the barriers and 
facilitators to reporting during the application process. 

2:15pm 
- 

3:00pm 

Cisnormativity and heteronormativity in adolescent residential  
mental health treatment 

Jen Panhorst, LCSW 
Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) youth face disparities in quality of care 

they receive in residential mental health/substance use treatment due to heteronormative and 
cisnormative attitudes by providers.  Discussion will include policies that have potential for 

rectifying these disparities. 
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Enchantment 
A-B 

Improving Access to Healthcare Resources 
1:30pm 

- 
2:15pm 

Update on CHW Certification in New Mexico 
Carol Hanson, MPH 

The NM Department of Health/Office of Community Health Workers is committed to full 
integration of CHWs into health and social systems of care through certification.   

This very important profession needs the recognition and value they deserve at both  
state and national levels. 

2:15pm 
- 

3:00pm 

Opportunity Youth: Reconnecting Youth Survey in Santa Fe, 2017 
Dan Green, Nancy Hood 

Youth who are not in school and are not working are at high risk of poverty, homelessness, 
hunger, substance abuse, physical and sexual assault, and disconnection from health care and 

other important services. This presentation will share results and methodology from the 
Reconnecting Youth Survey, conducted in Santa Fe, 2017. 

3:00pm – 3:15pm Break 
   

Pavilion I Improving Access to Healthcare Resources 
3:15pm 

- 
4:00pm 

Building the Pathways to Falls Prevention 
Cheyenne McCravey 

The New Mexico Department of Health created the Adult Falls Program to reduce fall-related 
deaths and injuries in older adults. The program encompasses home, community and hospital 

evidence-based prevention strategies to redefine the standard of patient care. The initiative has 
successfully reached at-risk, rural, and minority aging populations 

4:00pm 
- 

4:45pm 

Dismantling Teen Pregnancy Prevention 
Denicia Cadena, Raquel Z. Rivera, PhD 

It's common to hear that teen parents 'cost taxpayers a lot of money,' or that they 'have ruined 
their lives'; yet these statements are part of teen pregnancy prevention models built on 

inaccurate information. This session, led by Young Women United, will explore myths commonly 
associated with teen pregnancy. 

Pavilion  
II-III 

Health Equity in Rural, Frontier, and Tribal Communities 
3:15pm 

- 
4:45pm 

Panel 
Native American and Latino Immigrant workers in NM rural communities: 
Uniting against the impact of Wage Theft and other Employment Violations 

 Elsa Lopez, Anna Rondon, Marina I Pina 
In 2016, the McKinley Worker Justice Coalition conducted a Health Impact Assessment to study 
the pervasiveness of wage theft, discrimination and health and safety violations, as well as the 

impact of these violations on the economic wellbeing and health of Native Americans and Latino 
Workers. At the same time, Somos' members in Southeast NM launched a campaign to tackle the 

health and safety violations and wage inequities in the dairy industry.   
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Enchantment 
E-F 

Innovative Approaches for Access to Food, Housing, and Basic Needs 
3:15pm 

- 
4:00pm 

Addressing health equity in the built environment through multi-disciplinary and 
multi-agency collaborations: the case for ABQ CiQlovía 

Tatiana Falcon Rodriguez, MPH, Bernadette Hardy, BA, Valerie Hermanson, AICP,  
Participants will learn about the importance of multi-disciplinary partnerships in addressing 

health equity in the built environment. The panel will discuss the experience of  
planning and coordinating a large public health open streets events. Moreover, participants will 

learn about how to coordinate such a large-scale event in Albuquerque's streets  
including successes and lessons learned. 

 
4:00pm 

- 
4:45pm 

Get On the Bus: Health Impacts of Free Youth Bus Passes 
Christopher Ramirez, Baruch Campos, Chris Baca 

'Get on the Bus' with Together for Brothers (T4B) and learn about our health impact assessment 
(HIA) and transit equity. T4B is implementing a HIA to explore the impacts of free youth bus 

passes on young men of color's access to education, employment and recreation and  
promoting healthy habits.   

Enchantment 
C-D 

Improving Access to Healthcare Resources 
3:15pm 

- 
4:45pm 

Workshop 
Tackling Sexual Assault when Race and Economic Disparities Stand as Barriers 

Nancy Breton, Rachel Cox, Shannon Hoshnic 
This session will examine how and why sexual assault victimization, service utilization, and 

reporting differ between racial groups in rural and urban New Mexico. Recent quantitative and 
qualitative data from contractors of the New Mexico Department of Health Office of Injury 

Prevention and various databases will be presented and discussed. 
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Enchantment 
A-B 

Improving Access to Healthcare Resources 
3:15pm 

- 
4:45pm 

Workshop 
Building a Medicare Suite of Services for Triple Bottom Line Benefits 

Anne Hays Egan 
Many FQHCs face ongoing budget cuts and are stretched to meet increasing levels of need. 

Expansion of Medicare services to older adults can (1) meet needs, (2) expand billings, and (3) 
significantly build net revenues. The workshop will provide an overview of a Suite of Medicare 
Services that can meet older adult needs and generate significant excess revenue over expenses. 

Pavilion  
IV-VI 
(Main 

Ballroom) 

Improving Access to Healthcare Resources 
3:15pm 

- 
4:45pm 

Panel 
Improving access to Healthcare for people with disabilities  

Lisa McNiven, MPA  Disability Consultant, Stan Ross, Access Specialist, Miryam 
Miller, Physician, Dianne Lindstrom, Ingrid Hendrix, Nursing Services Librarian 

Access to Healthcare from the perspective of People with Disabilities will be discussed, with a 
short presentation followed by a panel of experts including consumers with disabilities.  The 

short presentation will share information on barriers to healthcare that may result from 
attitudes, access to healthcare, lack of education regarding people with disabilities, inaccessible 
healthcare facilities, equipment, transportation issues.  Panelist will include access specialist, a 
physician and 3 different consumers with a variety of disabilities and each will explain what has 

worked or not worked in terms of access to healthcare for this population.   

4:45pm – 5:00pm Break 
NMPHA Election Voting ends at 5:00pm 

   
TBD 5:00pm 

– 
7:00pm 

 
Student Poster Competition Judging 

Plenary Speaker Reception 
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Thursday, April 5, 2018 

   
Atrium 7:15am Registration Opens 
Pavilion  
IV-VI 
(Main 

Ballroom) 

8:00am 
– 

10:00am 

Plenary 
President & CEO of CommonHealth ACTION Natalie S. Burke 

Public Health Institute Vice President of External Relations Dr. Carmen Rita Nevarez 

10:00am – 10:30am Break and Poster Viewing 
   

Pavilion I Health Disparities in Diverse Populations 
10:30am 

- 
12:00pm 

Workshop 
Paving the Path to Health Equity with Poetry 

Renée T. Despres, PhD, MPH 
Can poetry help break down cultural barriers to health equity? In this hands-on workshop, we'll 

use Sandra Cisneros short poem, 'His Story' to rethink the way we reach across cultures. If you're 
tired of the flat stereotypes of cultural competency training, this workshop is for you! 

Pavilion II-
III 

Health Equity in Rural, Frontier, and Tribal Communities 
10:30am 

- 
11:15am 

Panel 
Raices Fuertes- Building Strong Roots to Address Opiate Pain Pill and Heroin 

Addiction in Bernalillo County 
William G. Wagner, PhD, LCSW, Anjali Taneja, MD MPH, Lorraine Cordova, FNP, 

Yvette Romero, Irini Georgas 
Raices Fuertes, Strong Roots: How Medically Assisted Treatment complemented by 

Psychotherapy, healing circles and other healing modalities is addressing Community Addiction 
in the South Valley of Albuquerque, NM 

Enchantment 
E-F 

Innovative Approaches for Access to Food, Housing, and Basic Needs 
10:30am 

- 
11:15am 

A Tale of Two Counties: How Bernalillo and Santa Fe Counties Are Building 
Accountable Health Communities  

Leigh Caswell, Kyra Ochoa, Elizabeth Peterson, Wendy Wintermute 
Social determinants of health matter. The Accountable Health Community (AHC) model 

addresses gaps between clinical care and community services and links individuals to services 
and resources that relate to unmet social needs. Bernalillo and Santa Fe counties share their 

experiences of AHC development and implementation in their communities.   
11:15am 

- 
12:00pm 

Housing Supports, Health, and Recovery for Homeless Individuals (HHRHI): 
Services for Individuals with Substance Abuse and/or Serious Mental Illness 

Jerrilynn Ritz, Shelley Alonso-Marsden 
Housing Supports, Health, and Recovery for Homeless Individuals (HHRHI) provides a variety of 

services for chronic homelessness, substance use disorders, and serious mental illness. HHRHI 
has shown significant increase in mental health services and decrease in mental health symptoms. 

We will discuss HHRHI, its impact, and implications for New Mexico. 
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Enchantment 
C-D 

Health Disparities in Diverse Populations 
10:30am 

- 
11:15am 

Improving Health Equity for Children with Disabilities in New Mexico 
Dan Green, MPH, Anthony Cahill, PhD, Heidi Fredine, MPH, Linda Peñaloza, PhD 

This session will examine health and other disparities faced by youth with physical disabilities in 
New Mexico; assess the scope of available programs and services targeted at reducing those 
disparities and discuss additional areas in need of research, including additional questions 

generated by YRRS survey results and gaps in services. 
 

11:15am 
- 

12:00pm 

Sexual Assault and Disability:  The Ugly Truth 
Mary Beresford, PhD, Larry Lorenzo, M.ED 

People with disabilities are at a higher risk of sexual assault than the general community of 
people without disabilities.  Disability service agencies and victim service agencies need to be 

informed of these issues and learn how to work with the disability community 
 

Enchantment 
A-B 

Health Policy & Administration 
10:30am 

- 
11:15am 

Family Friendly Health Support Policies in Action  
Giovanna Rossi, Lisa McCulloch 

Have you ever wondered what your organization could do to improve access to healthcare for 
your employees and their families? Participants in this session will receive an overview of 

research and examples from around the world and in New Mexico of organizations leading the 
way in improving access to healthcare. 

 
11:15am 

- 
12:00pm 

How Budget & Tax Policies Are Linked to Health & Health Equity Outcomes 
Raphael Pacheco, MBA 

Raphael Pacheco of NM Voices for Children will show how fiscal policies are linked to health 
equity outcomes and why New Mexico needs an integrated 'culture of health' approach to policy 

making. This session will highlight how increased public spending in health and other social 
service areas as well as equity-focused tax policies-like the Earned Income Tax Credit-can lead 

to improved population health. 
 

   
Pavilion  
IV-VI 
(Main 

Ballroom) 

12:10pm 
– 

1:30pm 

Lunch 
Announcement of 2018 NMPHA Election Results 

Presentation of 2018 NMPHA Awards 

1:30pm – 1:45pm Break 
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Pavilion 
I 

Improving Access to Healthcare Resources 
1:45pm 

- 
2:30pm 

Transforming Access to High Quality Tuberculosis Care for all New Mexicans  
Freida Adams, RN, Diana Fortune, RN, BSN 

New Mexico adapted the ECHO [Extension for Community Healthcare Outcomes] telementoring 
model to help address the need for cost effective TB education and training, case management, 
and increased coordination within New Mexico as well as the binational border with Mexico  
to optimize resources. The model provides access to state, national and international experts 

 to support site level TB practitioners. 
2:30pm 

- 
3:15pm 

Boo to the Flu: How the Dona Ana County Community Flu Clinics (2014-2017) 
Unite Public Health, Health Care, Emergency Preparedness and other Community 

Partners to Affect Influenza Illness in Southern New Mexico 
Katharine Perez-Lockett, Brenda Alvarado, Nancy Laney 

Stakeholders in health in Dona Ana County, New Mexico, have been partnering together for four 
influenza seasons (2014-2017) to provide a one-day mass influenza immunization clinic that 
reach approximately 3000 adults and children each year. The formation and evolution of the 

partnerships, as well data and evaluation measures will be presented.    

Pavilion 
II-III 

Maternal & Child Health 
1:45pm 

- 
2:30pm 

Breastfeeding Beyond Borders 
Elsa M. Quintana, BA, BCJ, IBCLC, RLC, CLE 

Innovative community project to increase breastfeeding rates, support, and promotion in rural 
and border communities of New Mexico through equipping community health care workers with 

tools, basic lactation education, and by providing a community venue where healthcare 
information can be disseminated bridging the gap to quality healthcare and reducing racial and 
health disparities along the border communities of New Mexico, Texas, and Chihuahua, Mexico. 

2:30pm 
- 

3:15pm 

Disparities in Breastfeeding Duration among Teenage Mothers  
and Mothers Covered by Medicaid 

Glenda Hubbard, MPH 
Teen mothers and mothers covered by Medicaid were more likely to receive counseling on 

breastfeeding by a health care provider during a prenatal care visit than other mothers but were 
less likely to initiate and continue breastfeeding for nine plus weeks. This session explores the 
reasons for stopping breastfeeding, hospital breastfeeding experiences effecting breastfeeding 
duration and barriers to breastfeeding among teen moms and mothers covered by Medicaid. 
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Enchantment 
E-F 

Child & Adolescent Health 
1:45pm 

- 
2:30pm 

Sneak Peek! New Mexico Youth Risk and Resiliency in 2017 
Dan Green, Linda J. Peñaloza, Anne Marlow-Geter 

This presentation will share data from the 2017 New Mexico Youth Risk and Resiliency Survey 
(NM-YRRS). The presentation will include trends in key health indicators, and identify disparities 

that exist for New Mexico's young people who are at high risk. 
2:30pm 

- 
3:15pm 

Invest in Kids Now: Upstreaming New Mexico's Investments to Increase 
Educational & Health Equity 

Diana Martínez, MPH, Jessa Cowdrey, BA, Representative Javier Martínez, JD, 
Representative Antonio 'Moe' Maestas, JD 

NM is ranked 49th in the nation on overall child well-being (NM Voices for Children, 2018). Join 
us to explore the potential impact of House Joint Resolution 1's proposal to upstream NM's 
investments from the Land Grant Permanent Fund by expanding early childhood education 

initiatives and services across the State. 
Enchantment 

B-C 
Health Disparities in Diverse Populations 

1:45pm 
- 

2:30pm 

Achieving Health Equity for Pregnant Women and Infants in Oral Health Care 
Lyn Wilson-King, BA, Anthony Cahill, Ph.D., Heidi Fredine, MPH 

Pregnant women and infants from at-risk populations face significant oral health inequities. The 
HRSA-funded New Mexico Perinatal Oral Health Quality Improvement Project is designed to 

promote equity in oral health by integrating interprofessional oral care into primary care clinical 
practice throughout the state.  Impact data will be presented. 

2:30pm 
- 

3:15pm 

Trends in Trial of Labor and Repeat Cesarean Delivery in the Border Region 
Katherine Stone, Jill McDonald, MS, PhD, Anup Amatya, PhD, Charlotte Gard, PhD, 

MBA, Jesus Sigala 
Repeat cesarean deliveries (CD) remain common among Hispanic women on the US-Mexico 

border. These births often occur without a trial of labor, suggesting that this population is more 
likely to have non-medically indicated CDs. Finding the source of these disparities is key to 

lowering rates of CD on the border. 

Enchantment 
A-B 

Innovative Approaches for Access to Food, Housing, and Basic Needs 
1:45pm 

- 
2:30pm 

A Promising Partnership to Address Health & Hunger in New Mexico 
Albert Casella 

This session offers an example of collaboration between Roadrunner Food Bank and various 
public health organizations to address food insecurity in NM. It will overview the dimensions and 
scope of RRFB's Health & Wellness Initiative. This session is useful for practitioners motivated to 

address hunger in their communities. 

3:15pm – 3:30pm Break 
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Pavilion 
I 

Improving Access to Healthcare Resources 
3:30pm 

- 
4:15pm 

Centro Savila: Combining Access, Prevention and Treatment Through 
Collaboration and Capacity Building to Build Health Equity in the South Valley  

and the International District. 
William G. Wagner, PhD, LISW, Sherri L. Gonzales, BA, Amanda R. Santiago, LISW, 

Dulce A. Medina Bustillos, BBA, Ivette Miramontes. BA 
Centro Savila utilizes capacity building, collaboration, and health promotion strategies to build 
health equity, and wellness in our communities. From training bilingual professionals to work in 
the community, gardening, and our panel will discuss access, prevention, treatment approaches, 

and supports with partners to enhance community building and healing. 
4:15pm 

- 
5:00pm 

Preliminary outcomes of a continuing education program for law enforcement to 
improve responses to people in behavioral health crisis  

Annette Crisanti, PhD, Jennifer Earheart, MA, Nils Rosenbaum, MD, Dan Duhigg, DO, 
Matthew Tinney, Detective APD 

The CIT ECHO is a partnership between the Albuquerque Police Department and the University 
of New Mexico's Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences. The Network provides 

training for officers to improve their interactions with people with behavioral health problems. 
Preliminary outcome data will be presented and implications of findings discussed. 

Pavilion 
II-III 

Maternal & Child Health 
3:30pm 

- 
4:15pm 

Preventing Child Maltreatment (PCAN):  A Primary Prevention Model 
Susan Miller, Psy.D., Belinda Rand, MSN, RN, CPNS-PC, Venice Ceballos,  

Community Outreach Specialist, Diane Sanchez, MA, Ivette Bibb, MA 
The PCAN model is a primary prevention program that aims to prevent child maltreatment by 

identifying risk factors and providing education and support for families before abuse happens.  
The learners for the PCAN program are Community Health Workers, however, the program can 

be adapted for other learners. 
4:15pm 

- 
5:00pm 

Home Visiting Programs: A Partner for Growing Healthy Families 
Theresa Cruz, PhD, Leona Woelk, MA, Ivy Cervantes, MD MPH, Carolyn Salazar, BSN 

RN, Michael Weinberg, EdD 
Many NM children have adverse childhood experiences that lead to poor health outcomes. Home 

visiting with expectant mothers and families with small children improves health and reduces 
child maltreatment. Join us to hear how a multi-component, systems approach is being used to 

increase access and referrals to home visiting. 
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Enchantment 
E-F 

Health Equity in Rural, Frontier, and Tribal Communities 
3:30pm 

- 
4:15pm 

Evolvement New Mexico: Youth Advocating for Equity  
Through Public Health Campaigns 

Nicky Besser 
Youth are powerful advocates for communities, but how do you empower them to make lasting 

changes? Policy work is a powerful tool for youth to gain experiences needed to be lifelong 
advocates for equity. Hear from New Mexico Evolvement youth about why they are passionate 

about their policy work.Centering the Margins: Priority Population Community  
  

4:15pm 
- 

5:00pm 

Networks Advise and Address Tobacco Use Inequalities 
Alex Ross-Reed, Janna Vallo 

Learn how priority population networks address health inequities in tobacco use, prevention, and 
control. Hear from two community networks, Fierce Pride and the Southwest Tribal Tobacco 

Coalition, about their work to advise on tobacco prevention program efforts and develop 
culturally specific tobacco prevention materials.    

Enchantment 
C-D 

Health Equity in Rural, Frontier, and Tribal Communities 
3:30pm 

- 
4:15pm 

Engaging males in preventing sexual violence: Results of a national survey 
Theresa Cruz, PhD,  Ivy Cervantes, MD, MPH 

Engaging males to prevent sexual violence in the first place is a relatively new field. Are U.S.-
based organizations engaging males in the primary prevention of sexual violence? The UNM 

Prevention Research Center will share their study's findings and its public health implications. 
4:15pm 

- 
5:00pm 

The New Mexico Public Health Institute: Creating the Conditions for Change 
Charlie Alfero, MA, Renee Despres, PhD, MPH, Alisha Herrick, MPH, CHES 

Did you know that New Mexico has a Public Health Institute? Did you know that NMPHI wants 
to work with you? Come learn about the NMPHI, what we've done, what we're doing, what we 

plan to do, and how you can join us in redefining health in New Mexico. 

Enchantment 
A-B 

Improving Access to Healthcare Resources 
3:30pm 

- 
4:15pm 

Improving Health Provider Workforce Diversity through Health Apprentice Model  
Myra Murillo, Alejandra Casarrubias, RN, Teresa Lechuga,  

Joseph McDonald, and Miquela Wiegel 
Through the Casa de Salud's dynamic health-providing aggregation, our distinctive Health 

Apprentice Program immerses its committed aspiring health care professionals in a variety of 
direct interactive medical experiences in order to ultimately encourage them to continue serving 

the underrepresented communities of New Mexico as a licensed health professional. 
4:15pm 

- 
5:00pm 

New Mexico MCH Public Health Training Institute: A Successful Partnership 
Sue Forster Cox, Stephanie Jackson, Pamela Sedillo, Sue Noell Stone, Kristine Tollestrup 

The New Mexico Maternal Child Health Public Health Training Institute is training the second 
cohort of students.  Topics will include how the second cohort assesses the new model for the 

curriculum, challenges of teaching multi-disciplinary professionals from diverse professionals, 
retaining trainees, and highlights of the diverse partnership and future plans. 
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Fiesta 
III-IV 

Child & Adolescent Health 
3:30pm 

- 
4:15pm 

Pediatric Emergency Medicine on the Frontier:   
Keeping Kids in their Communities with Telehealth  

Christie McAuley, MA, Robert Sapien, MD, MMM 
Pediatric Emergency Medicine Specialists connect with rural, tribal, and frontier community 
providers in New Mexico through a telehealth cart to do patient consults for injured and ill 

children with the goal of keeping children in their own community, thus saving  
patient miles and costs to the state. 

4:15pm 
- 

5:00pm 

Early Success-NM: Socio-Emotional Screening in New Mexico 
Kirsten D. Bennett, Eleana Shair 

Healthy social-emotional (SE) development provides the foundation for human relationships, 
behavior and mental health. NM lacks the infrastructure to ensure young children are being 

adequately screened and assessed for SE development. Equitable and effective SE screening and 
referral for needed services contributes to the long-term success of NM children. 

 


